
APPENDIX A

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR'S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION

The following Standards are to be applied to specific projects in a reasonable manner, taking into
consideration economic and technical feasibility.

1) A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.

2) The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The removal of historic
material or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

3) Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.  Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or
architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

4) Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their
own right will be retained and preserved.

5) Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a historic property shall be preserved.

6) Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities, and where possible, materials.  Replacement of
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

7) Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials
shall not be used.  The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriated, shall be undertaken using
the gentlest means possible.

8) Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved.  If
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property.  The new work shall be differentiated from the old and
shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic
integrity of the property and its environment.

10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

As stated in the definition, the treatment "rehabilitation" assumes that at least some repair or
alteration of the historic building will be needed in order to provide for an efficient contemporary



use; however, these repairs and alterations must not damage or destroy materials, features, or
finishes that are important in defining the building's character.  For example, certain treatments — if
improperly applied — may cause or accelerate physical deterioration of historic buildings.  This can
include improper repointing or exterior masonry cleaning techniques or introducing insulation that
damages historic fabric.  In almost all of these situations, use of these materials and treatments will
result in a project that does not meet the Standards.  Similarly, exterior additions that duplicate the
form, material, and detailing of the structure to the extent that they compromise the historic
character of the structure will fail to meet the Standards.

Technical Guidance Publications

The NPS, U.S. Department of the Interior, conducts a variety of activities to guide Federal agencies,
States, and the general public in historic preservation projects work.  In addition to establishing
standards and guidelines, the NPS develops, publishes, and distributes technical information on
appropriate preservation treatments, including Preservation Briefs, case studies, and Preservation
Tech Notes.

A Catalogue of Historic Publications with stock numbers, prices, and ordering information may be
obtained by writing:

Heritage Preservation Services
National Park Service
1849 C Street, NW, Room NC330
Washington, D.C.  20240

The e-mail address for publications is hps-info@nps.gov.


